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Pit bull not a good representatiun for women

By S. Renee Smith

Right nom, in 2008, confident,
COURREROMES, OOSPOKEN Wamen
in corporabe America, education,
a:rd yes, oven politics, are fight-

overcene the sterectype
%ae]ng “m'hitch." 5o why, when
even rap arlists are beginning o
see the Imipact of negative Iyrics
and images on wairief, particu-
larly the ward “bach,” wouhd fhe
Republicans bring ot their sup-
posed best — & self-prociaimed
il bull with lipatick?

Palin's comment perpeiuaies
the thal wornen have o
b & “bitchfrio get the job done.
A5 & former director of public rela-
fins and dssistanl ianager for 8
major corporation, (UMmed image
consuliant, maotivational speaker,
and uthor wio works with com-

disturbances, | know this simply
s e

I acmitl that women have 1o
deal with sexiem, and it seems
that we are challenged in ways
that men aren’t. Bl from expe-
rience, | know thal being a pit
bull — basically & bully, male or
fermae — only creaes stress, in-
timidation and a decline in pro-
ductivigy in the workplace.

As this message becormes al
lome om greeting cards, T-shins,
migs snd buniper stickers,
larties will constanily be remind.
ed thal they need to be “a biich”
1oy ascend 1o the high rankings of
surcess, This continues
e prepetusle the |l and mis-
conbeption of wamen. 1t dam-
ages the psydie of young wormen

“Sarah Palin should be called on the carpet, rather

than -

for her low, off-track pursuit of

leveling the playing field, seemingly to measure

up to being a man."

— 5. Renec Smith

who are struggiing o understand
{hezrmsehves and develop the cop-
fidence to be mithentic Sarah
Pahu:lwld h! m]hd on E
her low, ﬂmmsﬁmuidml
ing the playing feid, seemingy 1o

meeasare Up o belng & man.

Many woareen and men have

foaeght hiard and shouted loud 1o
catse the 18 milllen crachks that
Hﬂlufﬂlmmn:ddthaﬂlmdﬂﬂ
ghass ceiling. But what was it all

jonal sig-
n!‘n:aru.mlﬂhmnm,iunw
and enderiaming, and can delver
& line, b she is cenainly not &
rale model or & good representa-
i of women. - -
The companson of a pil bull

vound  one wio is aggressive, controlling

el insecune, one who refuses,
onee i a fght, to et go, focusing
miore om winning than waorking (o
find the best seltion. Shi s

sensationalism to_ capialize lﬁl.d
appeal 1o aur bowest 5
umverrhetmrh Mwmnuua

wodld of fear, ignorance and un-

“certainty.
Thlﬁhnnmdﬂn.hurm}

amyone could have prodiched that

an African-American man. and a
wmanwm‘ﬂnmiar'ﬂ:ebenw-

son whio is listening prssesses the
power, Good beaders understand
that listening gives you the oppor-
tunity 1o tncover and respond to
truth and vore issues. By being a
good isbener, you can mone read-
ily identify (e problems and iden-
tify effective solutions.
Intelligent, vel open b new
ideas. Everyone thinks his o her
truth and |deas are best. A lead-
e1's job 1s to bring all those truths
together and create one truth ar
vision that ocveryone can Hen
follow, This requires a leader o
unseifishty take off his or ber lens

. ang ook at the situation through

bineculars.

Imperfect, yet intentional
CGreal loaders understand  the
ramibcations of evervihing they
say and do. [ 18 understocd that
no ane i pefect People are
moee forgving wien they un-
derstand your intention is not to
bring harm 1o others, When we
open our mouths, we declare 1o

and the world who we 8¢, what we

e and how we will handle situ-
alions. Anid depending on who's
listening, we shape the bekhanviors
of ancther generatinn.

Editor's note: S, Renee Smith
resides in Deer, She is an image
caristkant, smotivarenel speaker
and crutfeor of “There s More I
side. " She caii be reached at ey

- Wb site, Lo sreRec.oorm.



